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than is generally available at present, and the advance can only be
slow. Moreover, the path is beset with great difficulties ; there will be
a constant temptation to turn back and bitter disappointment will
repeatedly try the faith of those who have put their hand to the
work. But the weary toil can have but one end, if only the workers
grow not faint-hearted on the way. One essential condition of success
in this work is that a sufficient number of our countrymen must now
come forward to devote themselves to the cause in the spirit in which
religious work is undertaken. Public life must be spiritualized. Love
of country must so fill the heart that all else shall appear as of little
moment by its side. A fervent patriotism which rejoices at every
opportunity of sacrifice for the motherland, a dauntless heart which
refuses to be turned back from its object by difficulty or danger, a
deep faith in the purpose of Providence which nothing can shake—
equipped with these, the worker must start on his mission and
reverently seek the joy which comes of spending oneself in the service
of one's country.
"The Servants of India Society will train men prepared to devote
their lives to the cause of the country in a religious spirit, and will
seek to promote by all constitutional means, the national interests
of the Indian people. Its members will direct their efforts, principally,
towards (i) creating among the people by example and by precept, a
deep and passionate love of the motherland, seeking its highest
fulfilment in service and sacrifice; (2) organizing the work of political
education and agitation, basing it on a careful study of public
questions and strengthening generally the public life of the country;
(3) promoting relations of cordial goodwill and co-operation among
the different communities; (4) assisting educational movements,
especially those for the education of women, the education of back-
ward classes and industrial and scientific education; (5) helping
forward the industrial development of the country; and (6) the
elevation of the depressed classes. The headquarters of the society
will be at Poona, where it will maintain a home for its members
and attached to it, a library for the study of subjects bearing on
its work."
These objectives and aims of the Servants of India Society were to
Gandhi the message by which he wished to be guided in his life. He
looked forward to joining the society on his arrival in India. In the
meanwhile he made his plans to train workers on the Phoenix

